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Background
At their last conference in Bergen in May 2005, the European Ministers
responsible for Higher Education adopted the Bergen Communiqué, which makes for the
first time since 1999 a strong reference that the Bologna Process for establishing a
European Higher Education Area by 2010 and promoting the European system of higher
education worldwide should be based on the principle of sustainable development. In the
light of this decision, COPERNICUS-CAMPUS as the European university network for
sustainable development, is taking up leadership in the European Higher Education Area
to mobilize universities and academia around the theme of sustainability and to support
higher education institutions in the implementation in relation to the Bologna Process.
For that reason, COPERNICUS-CAMPUS has developed strategic guidelines for the
incorporation of sustainable development into the European Higher Education Area to be
presented in due time for the next conference of the European Ministers responsible for
Higher Education in May 2007 in London. The elaboration of the COPERNICUS
Guidelines has been supported by the European Commission under the Socrates
Programme.
The COPERNICUS Guidelines address the challenges higher education institutions
face through striving for sustainability and should give them orientation help in
implementation in connection with the Bologna Process. Further, they should ensure that
the establishment of the Higher Education Area by 2010 will be based on the principles
of sustainable development in the Europe of knowledge.
COPERNICUS-CAMPUS has always been about what universities can do to help
society meet the challenges of sustainable development. The signing of the
COPERNICUS University Charter for Sustainable Development in 1993 as a response to
the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro marked a breakthrough in raising consciousness
within the European universities about the necessity to work together to preserve the
future. Since that time, the COPERNICUS-CAMPUS university network of signatories to
the COPERNICUS Charter is getting incessantly broader: By now, more than 320
universities and higher education institutions from 38 countries across Europe have
signed the Charter, thereby declaring that they will give sustainable development an
important place in their activities. This implies that in curricula, institutional management
and services to the local/regional society, a responsible balance between economic,
ecological and social/cultural aspects has to be worked out. Due to this broad acceptance
in daily university life, the COPERNICUS Charter constitutes today principle guidance
for the majority of higher education institutions in Europe in their efforts to contribute to
sustainable development.
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1.

Scope of the COPERNICUS Guidelines

Seeing the Bologna Process against the background of the UN Decade of
Education for Sustainable Development (UN DESD) in a global perspective, the Bologna
Process is not just an education agenda about structures, such as the degree systems,
recognition and quality assurance, but there is also a very strong social and cultural
dimension as well as a wider political dimension to this process. The Bologna Process
does not operate in a vacuum g P[ OHZ H JVU[L_[ HUK H ZL[ VM IYVHKLY 7\YVWLHU WVSPJ`
PZZ\LZ$ EOL 4VSVNUH 6LJSHYH[PVU Z[H[LK [OH[ H 7\YVWL VM =UV^SLKNL PZ HU PTWVY[HU[ MHJ[VY
MVY ZVJPHS HUK O\THU NYV^[O$ 7K\JH[PVU HUK LK\JH[PVUHS JVVWLYH[PVU WSH`Z H YVSL PU [OL
KL]LSVWTLU[ VM Z[HISL" WLHJLM\S HUK KLTVJYH[PJ ZVJPL[PLZ$ FUP]LYZP[PLZ OH]L ILLU
PTWVY[HU[ WHY[ULYZ PU [OL I\PSKPUN VM [YHUZUH[PVUHS \UKLYZ[HUKPUN HUK JVVWLYH[PVU" [O\Z
HSZV JVU[YPI\[PUN [V [OL 7\YVWLHU KPTLUZPVU VM OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU$
5VUZLX\LU[S`" [OL 4LYNLU 5VTT\UPX\b VM [OL ?PUPZ[LYPHS 5VUMLYLUJL OLSK PU
4LYNLU PU ?H` (&&+ [V [OL 4VSVNUH BYVJLZZ MVY LZ[HISPZOPUN H 7\YVWLHU :PNOLY
7K\JH[PVU 3YLH I` (&'& HUK WYVTV[PUN [OL 7\YVWLHU Z`Z[LT VM OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU
^VYSK^PKL THRLZ MVY [OL MPYZ[ [PTL H Z[YVUN YLMLYLUJL [V Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[$ ;U WHYH$
'-" ^OPJO KLZJYPILZ [OL L_[LYUHS KPTLUZPVU VM [OL 4VSVNUH BYVJLZZ" P[ ZH`Z0
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Higher education occupies a central position in shaping the way in which future
generations learn to cope with the complexities of globalization. Here, universities are
called upon to teach not only the skills students need to advance successfully in the
labour market, but also to nourish in their students, faculty and staff a positive attitude
towards cultural diversity and to help them to understand how people can contribute to a
better life in a safer world. It is essential that the European
To meet the challenges of
universities mobilize all appropriate resources in a general
a sustainable society,
context of sustainable development.
universities have to rethink their position:
To that end, the Bologna Process is also to be seen in the
Which innovative
wider context of the sustainable development requirement that
approaches in teaching
present needs be met without compromising the ability of
and learning are needed?
future generations to meet their own needs. What is urgently
needed in order to implement the Bergen Communiqué is a pro-active approach on what
universities could do to realize the Bologna reforms in order to face globalization, to
serve the learners of the future and to contribute both to the UN Decade of Education for
Sustainable Development and the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable
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Development adopted jointly by Environment and Education Ministries in March 2005.
Pro-active universities are VM ]P[HS PTWVY[HUJL PU [OL f7\YVWL VM RUV^SLKNLe" WHY[PJ\SHYS`
[V JVU[YPI\[L [V Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[$ EV TLL[ [OL JOHSSLUNLZ VM H Z\Z[HPUHISL ZVJPL[`"
\UP]LYZP[PLZ OH]L [V YL#[OPUR [OLPY WVZP[PVU0 GOPJO PUUV]H[P]L HWWYVHJOLZ PU [LHJOPUN HUK
SLHYUPUN HYL ULLKLK2
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2.

Objectives of the COPERNICUS
Guidelines

The COPERNICUS Guidelines address the challenges higher education institutions
face through striving for sustainability and give them orientation help in implementation
in connection with the Bologna Process. It is not the objective of these guidelines to
provide solutions of universal validity, but they should primarily serve as a helping hand
for higher education practice in higher education institutions, so that individual
approaches can be developed based upon this. The goal of these guidelines should be to
establish an institutionalized framework in response to the need for the incorporation of
eD\Z[HPUHISL 6L]LSVWTLU[e PU [OL JVU[L_[ VM [OL KL]LSVWTLU[ VM 4HJOLSVY HUK ?HZ[LY
5V\YZLZ$
EOL 5AB7C@;5FD 9\PKLSPULZ WYV]PKL Z[YH[LNPJ HZZPZ[HUJL VU OV^ [V PU[LNYH[L
Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ PU[V [OL MVSSV^PUN HYLHZ0

1. Integration of sustainable development into the degree
structure (modules)
2. Integration of sustainable development into the qualifications
framework and learning outcomes
3. Integration of sustainable development into quality assurance
4. Improvement of the social dimension and the attractiveness of
the European Higher Education Area by integration
sustainable development

Overall aims of the COPERNICUS Guidelines are:
supporting existing innovative approaches to elaborate modules on
sustainable development for modularized study courses;
improving the contribution of higher education institutions to
sustainable development, in particular to creating equal standards of
living;
strengthening the role of higher education institutions in society based
upon the principles of sustainable development and solidarity;
improving the future compatibility and innovation potential of higher
education institutions and
making a long-term contribution to the UN Decade on Education for
Sustainable Development.
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3.

The Bologna Process in the context of
Sustainable Development

Adopting a way of life based on the principles of sustainable development is one of
[OL IPNNLZ[ UH[PVUHS HUK NSVIHS JOHSSLUNLZ ^L MHJL PU [OL JVTPUN KLJHKLZ$ EOL F@eZ
GVYSK D\TTP[ VU D\Z[HPUHISL 6L]LSVWTLU[ PU (&&( ZL[ NVHSZ ^OLYLI` ^L JVTTP[
V\YZLS]LZ [V I\PSKPUN H O\THUL" LX\P[HISL HUK JHYPUN NSVIHS ZVJPL[`" JVNUPaHU[ VM [OL ULLK
MVY O\THU KPNUP[` MVY HSS$ 7K\JH[PVU PZ HU LZZLU[PHS ^H` PU ^OPJO [V U\Y[\YL JYP[PJHS
[OPURPUN" [V LTWV^LY WLVWSL [V OHUKSL IV[O SVJHS HUK NSVIHS X\LZ[PVUZ YLSH[LK [V
KL]LSVWTLU[ HUK [V MPUK ZVS\[PVUZ MVY Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ WYVISLTZ$ ?\[\HS YLZWLJ[
IL[^LLU NLULYH[PVUZ MVYTZ [OL IHZPZ VM Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[$ ;U VYKLY [V OVUV\Y V\Y
JVTTP[TLU[ [V [OL <VOHUULZI\YN 6LJSHYH[PVU" ^L OH]L [V PUJS\KL [OL ^OVSL WVW\SH[PVU
^P[OPU V\Y LK\JH[PVU WVSPJ`1 L]LY`VUL T\Z[ HJRUV^SLKNL [OLPY YLZWVUZPIPSP[` ^OLU P[
JVTLZ [V JYLH[PUN HU LJVSVNPJHSS`" LJVUVTPJHSS`" ZVJPHSS` HUK J\S[\YHSS` Z\Z[HPUHISL
M\[\YL$ 3U LK\JH[PVU WVSPJ` IHZLK VU [OL WYPUJPWSL VM SPML#SVUN SLHYUPUN Z[YLUN[OLUZ
ZVJPL[`" NP]LZ JP[PaLUZOPW H UL^ TLHUPUN HUK PUJYLHZLZ ^LSMHYL$
EOLYL PZ UV \UP]LYZHS TVKLS VM LK\JH[PVU MVY Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[$ ;[ PZ
PTWVY[HU[ [OH[ [OL LK\JH[PVUHS N\PKLSPULZ MVY Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ IL KYH^U MYVT [OL
YLNPVUeZ PUKPNLUV\Z J\S[\YL HZ ^LSS HZ MYVT [OL SVJHS ZVJPHS" LJVUVTPJ HUK LU]PYVUTLU[HS
JPYJ\TZ[HUJLZ$ @L]LY[OLSLZZ" P[ PZ LX\HSS` PTWVY[HU[ [OH[ [OL NSVIHS HZWLJ[Z VM LK\JH[PVU
MVY Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ IL RLW[ PU TPUK$
D\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ HZ H WYPUJPWSL HUK H WYHJ[PJL IYPUNZ HKKLK ]HS\L [V [OL
JVU[LU[ HUK WYVJLZZ VM OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU$ D\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ JHU VUS` IL WYVNYLZZLK
g VY PUKLLK HJOPL]LK g [OYV\NO H JYP[PJHS \UKLYZ[HUKPUN VM P[Z JVTWSLTLU[HY` WHY[Z g Z\JO
HZ OV^ LU]PYVUTLU[HS" ZVJPV#WVSP[PJHS HUK LJVUVTPJ MHJ[VYZ PUMS\LUJL V\Y SP]LZ" [OL
PTWHJ[ V\Y JOVPJLZ HUK HJ[PVUZ OH]L VU Z\Z[HPUHISL
Sustainable development as a
KL]LSVWTLU[ g HUK H JVTTP[TLU[ [V THRL H WVZP[P]L
principle and a practice brings
KPMMLYLUJL PU V\Y ^VYSK$
added value to the content and
process of higher education.
FUP]LYZP[PLZ WSH` H ZPNUPMPJHU[ YVSL PU [OL KL]LSVWTLU[
VM NYHK\H[LZ HZ HJ[P]L JP[PaLUZ HUK [OL Z[YH[LNPJ ZWHJL [OL`
JYLH[L MVY [OL J\S[P]H[PVU VM RUV^SLKNL HIV\[ NSVIHS HUK Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[$ EOLYL
PZ [OL ULLK [V WYVK\JL NYHK\H[LZ LK\JH[LK ^P[O ]HS\LZ ^OPJO HYL [YHUZMLYHISL IL[^LLU
SVJHS" YLNPVUHS HUK UH[PVUHS JVU[L_[Z PU[V [OL PU[LYUH[PVUHS VY NSVIHS HYLUH$
:PNOLY LK\JH[PVU PZ TVYL [OHU ILPUN Q\Z[ [OL JOLYY` VU [OL JHRL VM LK\JH[PVU
Z`Z[LTZ" P[ PZ H ]P[HS WHY[ VM HU` Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ Z[YH[LN`$ :PNOLY LK\JH[PVU UV[
VUS` LTWV^LYZ WLVWSL MVY [OLPY YVSL PU ZVJPL[` HUK [OLYLMVYL PZ VM ]P[HS PTWVY[HUJL [V
WYVTV[L [OL Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ VM V\Y NSVIHS JVTT\UP[`$ ;[ WYV]PKLZ HSZV [OL
OPNOS` ZRPSSLK PUKP]PK\HSZ ULJLZZHY` MVY L]LY` SHIV\Y THYRL[ Z\JO HZ [LHJOLYZ" KVJ[VYZ"
JP]PS ZLY]HU[Z" LUNPULLYZ" O\THUPZ[Z" LU[YLWYLUL\YZ" ZJPLU[PZ[Z" HUK THU` TVYL$ 3[ SHZ["

0

these trained individuals develop the capacity and analytical skills that drive local
economies, support civil society, teach children, lead effective governments, and make
important decisions which affect entire societies.
EOL d9YHa 6LJSHYH[PVU VU 5VTTP[[PUN FUP]LYZP[PLZ [V D\Z[HPUHISL 6L]LSVWTLU[c1,
which was adopted at the International Conference on the occasion of the launch of the
UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development in higher education and which
was organized by COPERNICUS-CAMPUS, UNESCO, oikos International, the
University of Graz and the University of Technology of Graz, concluded that universities,
as the location of academic education, bear a distinctive responsibility for the students
and their professional and moral quality as future leaders in society and economy. As
major contributors to research, they have to tackle questions which arise in connection
with the transition of societies around the world towards more sustainable development
paths. As significant societal actors, universities shape their local, regional and national
environs and are therefore important partners of other stakeholders, and society at large,
for a sustainable future. All these challenges and opportunities require universities to rethink their position in society in order to meet expectations as well as to take full
advantage of emerging opportunities.
EOL 4VSVNUH 6LJSHYH[PVU Z[H[LK [OH[ H f7\YVWL VM =UV^SLKNLe PZ HU PTWVY[HU[
MHJ[VY MVY ZVJPHS HUK O\THU NYV^[O$ 7K\JH[PVU HUK LK\JH[PVUHS JVVWLYH[PVU OHZ H YVSL PU
[OL KL]LSVWTLU[ VM Z[HISL" WLHJLM\S HUK KLTVJYH[PJ ZVJPL[PLZ$ FUP]LYZP[PLZ OH]L ILLU
PTWVY[HU[ WHY[ULYZ PU [OL I\PSKPUN VM [YHUZUH[PVUHS \UKLYZ[HUKPUN HUK JVVWLYH[PVU" [O\Z
HSZV PU JVU[YPI\[PUN [V [OL 7\YVWLHU KPTLUZPVU VM OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU$ EOPZ ^PSS IL ULLKLK
HSZV PU JVTPUN `LHYZ$
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This extract from the Bologna Declaration of June 1999 encapsulates the
importance of the Bologna Process to promote sustainable development as well. It is not
the sole remit of academics or students, of governments or institutions. It is not just an
educational agenda, nor an economic one. There is a very strong social and cultural
dimension to this process. There is also a wider political dimension of the Bologna
Process. It does not operate in a vacuum g P[ OHZ H JVU[L_[ HUK H ZL[ VM IYVHKLY 7\YVWLHU
WVSPJ` PZZ\LZ$
5VUZLX\LU[S`" [OL 7\YVWLHU ?PUPZ[LYZ YLZWVUZPISL MVY :PNOLY 7K\JH[PVU KLJPKLK H[
[OLPY YLJLU[ JVUMLYLUJL PU 4LYNLU PU ?H` (&&+ [OH[ [OL 4VSVNUH BYVJLZZ MVY LZ[HISPZOPUN H
7\YVWLHU :PNOLY 7K\JH[PVU 3YLH I` (&'& HUK WYVTV[PUN [OL 7\YVWLHU Z`Z[LT VM OPNOLY
LK\JH[PVU ^VYSK^PKL ZOV\SK IL IHZLK VU [OL WYPUJPWSLZ VM Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[$ EOL
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See http://www.uni-graz.at/sustainability/
See Bologna Declaration

4LYNLU 5VTT\UPX\b dEOL 7\YVWLHU :PNOLY 7K\JH[PVU 3YLH g 3JOPL]PUN [OL 9VHSZc
Z[H[LZ PU WHY[ ;;; d8\Y[OLY JOHSSLUNLZ HUK WYPVYP[PLZc0
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Another high-level initiative that addresses sustainable development in higher
education is the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development adopted
jointly by Environment and Education Ministries in March 2005. Since all European
countries are members of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe, this
achievement might be formally reported by their respective governments at the first
reporting cycle for the implementation of the UNECE Strategy for Education for
Sustainable Development in 2010.
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4.

Making higher education more attractive
by incorporating the principles of
sustainable development

Sustainable development addresses the areas which are absolutely central to the
future of most higher education institutions in Europe:
Cost-effectiveness of higher education systems and management
Improving the quality of higher education and making it more
attractive and future-oriented
Internationalization of higher education in a global civil society
It is commonly agreed that pro-active universities are critical for the complex
processes of innovation, economic prosperity and social cohesion. Consequently,
universities must create a better sense of common purpose and leadership in the
community to achieve sustainable development. Universities must develop their role
much stronger as models for society in the pursuance of sustainability. They are critical
social multipliers in achieving sustainable production and consumption patterns.
Universities are important actors in the community, as employers, purchasers and service
users. Universities are also enterprises where the prudent use of resources saves money
and safeguards reputation.
Sustainable development as a guiding principle for the European universities can
convey properly what challenges students of each discipline will face to solve global
problems, in what ways their science can and must contribute to the necessary
innovations, further, how they are expected to contribute to a
Sustainable development
sustainable and future-compatible development on the way to
addresses
the areas which are
sustainable development later in their daily working life.
absolutely central to the future
of most higher education
If sustainability is fully incorporated into the mission
institutions in Europe.
of universities, it will also respond to the three priority areas
for reform of European universities which have been
identified in the 2005 Communication from the Commission3: (1) enhancing the quality
HUK H[[YHJ[P]LULZZ VM 7\YVWLeZ \UP]LYZP[PLZ" (! PTWYV]PUN [OLPY NV]LYUHUJL HUK Z`Z[LTZ"
HUK )! PUJYLHZPUN HUK KP]LYZPM`PUN [OLPY M\UKPUN$
D\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ VMMLYZ [OL VWWVY[\UP[` [V V]LYJVTL [OL NYLH[ KPZHK]HU[HNL
VM UV[ SVVRPUN H[ [OLZL PZZ\LZ PU YLSH[PVU [V [OLPY LU]PYVUTLU[ HUK WYV]PKLZ H SVNPJ PU
RLLWPUN [VNL[OLY [OL WYPVYP[` HYLHZ" H[[YHJ[P]LULZZ" NV]LYUHUJL HUK M\UKPUN VM [OL
TVKLYUPaH[PVU HNLUKH PU OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU [OH[ TH` HWWLHY UV[ [V IL YLSH[LK$
3
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The objective to achieve sustainable development and to bring Europe to the
leading edge in the knowledge economy and society will present universities with a
number of challenges and opportunities in the Bologna Process. Some principles of the
Bologna Process are of particular importance while focussing on sustainable
development:
to prepare individuals for the labour market;
to prepare for life as active citizens in a democratic society;
to contribute to personal growth;
to maintain and develop an advanced knowledge base.

#

5.

Sustainable development to link the
Bologna Process with the Lisbon Strategy

The Bologna Process must not only be seen in the framework of the UN Decade on
Education for Sustainable Development and of the objectives of the UNECE Strategy for
Education for Sustainable Development, but also in that of the educational political issues
of the Lisbon Strategy. As far as the European Union is concerned, the Bologna Process
fits into the broader framework of the Lisbon objectives, particularly in view of the
educational programmes. The goals of the Bologna Process mirror in many ways the
VIQLJ[P]LZ VM [OL FUPVUeZ V^U WYVNYHTTLZ PU [OL MPLSK VM OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU$ 4
Sustainable development covering economic, societal-cultural and environmental
aspects in a mutually reinforcing way provides an important link between the Bologna
Process and the Lisbon Strategy. Based on the principles of sustainable development, the
Bologna Process and the Lisbon Strategy share the same values. Both have endorsed
sustainable development as a major priority and both have developed their own way to
contribute to sustainability. They share the same regional context as well as a common
responsibility towards present and future generations. Hence, sustainable development
constitutes the intersection between the Lisbon and Bologna processes.
The Lisbon Strategy is a commitment to bring about economic, social and
environmental renewal in the EU. In March 2000, the European Council in Lisbon set out
a ten-year strategy to make the EU the world's most dynamic and competitive economy.
With the Strategy, a stronger economy will drive job creation alongside social and
environmental
policies
that
ensure
sustainable
Sustainable growth and greater
development and social inclusion. On the occasion of the
social cohesion can not be
relaunch of the Lisbon Strategy, the Spring European
realized without paying attention
Council in March 2005 reaffirmed that the Lisbon Strategy
to ecological, social and cultural
itself is to be seen in the wider context of sustainable
aspects. Therefore, it is crucial
development. In this context, the European Commission
that, in addition to the economic
adopted on 20 April 2005 a Communication which
function of universities which is
recognizes the pivotal role of education and training in the
very important indeed, also the
knowledge society and which calls upon universities to
cultural function of universities
deliver their full potential to contribute to the Lisbon
remains important.
Strategy. Knowledge and innovation are the engines of
sustainable growth in Europe today and universities are
crucial for achieving the goals set by the Spring European Council.
For European universities, this means that they must play an eminent role in
enhancing the knowledge base for a sustainable society in Europe in line with the targets
4

See: The New Generation of Community Education and Training Programmes after 2006 P -GE '%%(! &)*
29I;@ '%%(

$

set by the European Council in Lisbon. However, sustainable growth and greater social
cohesion can not be realized without paying attention to ecological, social and cultural
aspects. Therefore, it is crucial that, in addition to the economic function of universities
which is very important indeed, also the cultural function of universities remains
important. Social and cultural diversity should also be seen as an important resource. As
technological innovation is a complex process that cannot really be managed by top-down
policy alone, academic diversity could also be seen as a potential stimulus for creativity.
;[ PZ JVTTVUS` HNYLLK [OH[ \UP]LYZP[PLZ T\Z[ OH]L fVSK#MHZOPVULKe HJHKLTPJ MYLLKVT" I\[
PU HKKP[PVU [V H 7\YVWLHU WVSPJ` [HYNL[LK H[ SHYNL#ZJHSL Z[HUKHYKPaH[PVU" IV[[VT#\W
LTWV^LYTLU[ PZ HSZV ^VY[O W\YZ\PUN$ 8VY 7\YVWLHU \UP]LYZP[PLZ SP]PUN ^P[O HUK KYH^PUN
MYVT [OPZ 7\YVWLHU KP]LYZP[`" [OPZ PZ HU PTWVY[HU[ ]HS\L PU HKKP[PVU [V Z\Z[HPUHISL
KL]LSVWTLU[$
3SZV [OL 7\YVWLHU ?PUPZ[LYZ YLZWVUZPISL MVY :PNOLY 7K\JH[PVU" PU [OLPY 4LYSPU
5VTT\UPX\b VM (&&)" [VVR PU[V K\L JVUZPKLYH[PVU [OL JVUJS\ZPVUZ VM [OL 7\YVWLHU
5V\UJPS PU >PZIVU (&&&! HUK JHSSLK MVY M\Y[OLY HJ[PVU HUK JSVZLY JV#VWLYH[PVU PU [OL
JVU[L_[ VM [OL 4VSVNUH BYVJLZZ$ 3[ [OL ZHTL [PTL" [OL ?PUPZ[LYZ YLHMMPYTLK [OL
PTWVY[HUJL VM [OL ZVJPHS KPTLUZPVU VM [OL 4VSVNUH BYVJLZZ$ EOL ULLK [V PUJYLHZL
JVTWL[P[P]LULZZ T\Z[ IL IHSHUJLK ^P[O [OL VIQLJ[P]L VM PTWYV]PUN [OL ZVJPHS
JOHYHJ[LYPZ[PJZ VM [OL 7\YVWLHU :PNOLY 7K\JH[PVU 3YLH" HPTPUN H[ Z[YLUN[OLUPUN ZVJPHS
JVOLZPVU HUK YLK\JPUN ZVJPHS HUK NLUKLY PULX\HSP[PLZ IV[O H[ H UH[PVUHS HUK H[ [OL
7\YVWLHU SL]LS$
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6.

Challenges stemming from sustainable
development and the Bologna Process

How can sustainable development be incorporated into methodology, curricula,
textbooks and studies?
Creative opportunities for incorporating the critical skills of enquiry will emerge
when the process of sustainable development is conceived as part of the process of
learning to foster personal and social capacity as active global citizens. The
methodology, curricula, textbooks and studies must be future orientated, engaging
learners in the kinds of thinking that lead to knowledge, skills and disposition that
support sustainable development. Implementing sustainable development in
existing studies via new study modules is clearly one way to incorporate it into the
learning experience, but there are also examples of how this is done through the
introduction of innovative content and study material as well as inter-disciplinary
approaches.

How can quality standards for sustainable higher education be developed?
Working in partnership with a wide range of other educational partners and
maintaining an international perspective is a good starting point. This approach of
learning in, by and between institutions, organizations and communities recognizes
the interdependence of HE and other institutions and processes, and how actions,
choices and decisions taken in one establishment can impact on the sustainability
of quality standards.

In which ways will the labour market ask for cross-disciplinary qualifications and
competencies related to issues of sustainable development in a globalizing world?
What new skills, knowledge and attitudes do [OL fNSVIHS LUNPULLYZe ULLK [V HJX\PYL
[V HKKYLZZ [OL NSVIHS JOHSSLUNLZ [OL` LUJV\U[LY2
'$ ;U[LSSLJ[\HS HIPSP[` g KLTVUZ[YH[LK I` HSS
($ >HUN\HNL HIPSP[` g KLTVUZ[YH[LK I` [OL PU[LYUH[PVUHS Z[\KLU[ ^OV
Z\Y]P]LZ HUK [OYP]LZ \ZPUN H UVU#UH[P]L SHUN\HNL
)$ 3^HYLULZZ VM [OL IPNNLY WPJ[\YL g [YH]LSSPUN HJYVZZ [PTL aVULZ [V SP]L
HUK Z[\K` PZ YHYLS` HJJVTWHUPLK I` [\UULS ]PZPVU
*$ DLSM#TV[P]H[PVU g [V [HRL [OL KLJPZPVU [V SLH]L MYPLUKZ HUK JVTMVY[Z H[
OVTL" [V NL[ VU H WSHUL HUK MS` [V HU \URUV^U JV\U[Y`
+$ DLSM#KPZJPWSPUL g [V Z[H` [OLYL HUK ZLL [OYV\NO [OLPY JV\YZL VM Z[\K`
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6. Determination g [V Z[\K` PU H MVYLPNU SHUN\HNL PU H MVYLPNU J\S[\YL HUK [V
Z\JJLLK HJHKLTPJHSS`
-$ 8SL_PIPSP[` g [V HKHW[ [V SVJHS ^H`Z" SVJHS Z[\K` TL[OVKZ" SVJHS J\S[\YLZ
.$ BLYZVUHS KL]LSVWTLU[ g [VW VM [OL SPZ[ VM L_WLJ[H[PVUZ HUK L_WLYPLUJL
HTVUNZ[ PU[LYUH[PVUHS Z[\KLU[Z
/$ 5VTT\UPJH[PVU ZRPSSZ g VM[LU SP[[SL L]PKLUJL PU OVTL JV\U[Y` Z[\K`1
KPMMPJ\S[ [V H]VPK PU PU[LYUH[PVUHS Z[\K`
'&$ ;U[LYUH[PVUHS TVIPSP[` g L]PKLUJLK I` [OLPY Z[\KPLZ
''$ 5\S[\YHS ZLUZP[P]P[` g UV[ Q\Z[ H ZLUZP[P]P[` [V [OLPY OVZ[ J\S[\YL" I\[ [V [OL
THU` V[OLY J\S[\YLZ TVZ[ ^PSS LUJV\U[LY" Z[\K`PUN ^P[O MYPLUKZ MYVT
V[OLY JV\U[YPLZ

How can a high level of employment be achieved under the aspects of social cohesion
by means of political participation and the development of social competences?
Evidence from several European countries shows a trend towards employers
recognizing the importance of critical thinking and active citizenship in the
development of social competences and outcomes in the work environment.

How can lifestyle be influenced by learning processes in higher education to make
students aware of our individual responsibilities to contribute to a sustainable
society, to make responsible choices and to respect diversity?
When learning incorporates the global dimension, learners develop the skills,
knowledge and confidence to make responsible choices about lifestyles that
contribute positively to a sustainable society. The global dimension can be
understood through the following eight concepts: global citizenship, conflict
resolution, social justice, values and perceptions, sustainable development,
interdependence, human rights and diversity.

How can students get involved in political activities, participation and democracy?
There are several highly active, effective and respected student-led organisations
and networks. They work within their higher education institutions, with peers
locally and nationally, within local communities, internationally and in partnership
with sustainable development non-government organisations, and provide some
fine examples of how students can, and have, become actively involved in local
and global issues.
Student involvement in local issues can help to enhance their awareness of their
own political power and the role they can play to create a more just world, and
improve the quality of life for the present and future generations. A link between
critical information and critical engagement should be interconnected otherwise

'

[OLYL PZ [OL KHUNLY MVY \UP]LYZP[PLZ [V NLULYH[L dH ^VYSK YPJO VU PUMVYTH[PVU" `L[
WVVY VU HJ[PVUc$
How can higher education deal with the challenges and aspects of globalization by
applying the various educational approaches of global learning, e.g. e-learning?
The development of a global perspective and an adoption of an approach to
develop global citizens who understand the need for sustainable development
should be vital for all higher education curricula irrespective of subject area.
In adopting the notion and characteristics of a global university, higher education
might be well advised to consider the following observations:
1. Adopt an institutional ethos approach where mission statements, policies
etc. emphasise the creation of an international environment. This is often
a holistic, university-wide approach embracing policies for recruitment,
teaching and learning strategies, curriculum development, staff
capability and so on. Such institutions have a global vision for
themselves and their students.
2. Add an international dimension to course content; for example number
of courses, units and modules with an international or global component
g [OH[ PZ fPU[LYUH[PVUHSPaH[PVUe VM [OL J\YYPJ\S\T PU[YVK\JPUN ZWLJPHSPZ[
J\YYPJ\SH$ EOPZ JHU PUJS\KL HU`[OPUN MYVT ZWLJPHSPZ[ KLNYLLZ [V LSLJ[P]L
TVK\SLZ JV]LYPUN NSVIHS%KL]LSVWTLU[ PZZ\LZ ZRPSS ZOHYL!1 KV^U [V
HJ[P]P[PLZ I\PS[ PU[V L_PZ[PUN Z\IQLJ[ IHZLK J\YYPJ\SH$
)$ FZL Z[\KLU[ TVIPSP[` \UKLY L_JOHUNL WYVNYHTTLZ HZ [OL ^H` [V
PU[LYUH[PVUHSPaL [OL J\YYPJ\S\T$
*$ ;U[YVK\JL UL^ [LHJOPUN TL[OVKZ" [V YLMSLJ[ HUK HKKYLZZ IV[O [OL J\S[\YHS
HUK LK\JH[PVUHS JVU[L_[ HUK PUKPNLUV\Z SLHYUPUN Z[`SLZ VM HSS Z[\KLU[Z$
+$ 7UJV\YHNL PU[LYUH[PVUHS YLZLHYJO HJ[P]P[` HUK PU[LYUH[PVUHS WHY[ULYZOPWZ
[V M\Y[OLY [LHJOPUN" YLZLHYJO HUK LU[LYWYPZL HJ[P]P[PLZ$
,$ 7TWOHZPaL HUK KL]LSVW YLSL]HU[ NLULYPJ NYHK\H[L JVTWL[LUJPLZ PU HYLHZ
Z\JO HZ SHUN\HNL WYVMPJPLUJ` HUK PU[LYUH[PVUHS I\ZPULZZ ZRPSSZ$
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7.

Recommendations related to the
integration of sustainable development into
the Bologna Process

The implementation of the Bergen Communiqué requires the strategic
incorporation of the principles of sustainable development into the Bologna Process in
several areas. In a consultation held for the elaboration of these guidelines, the following
issues have turned out as being crucial for the implementation of the Bergen
Communiqué within the Bologna Process:

Recommendations for the integration of sustainable development into the degree
structure (modules)
The Bologna reforms provide the opportunity to renew teaching and learning in
accordance with sustainable curricula and training methods. Bachelor- and Masterdegree studies shall in the future also correspond to international educational
standards (e.g. DeSeCo of OECD) for sustainable development. Especially by the
development of the degree structures (the so-called three-cycle degree system), it is
necessary to generate binding requirements of competence of sustainable
development. Therefore, the objective should be to establish a framework for the
initiation of modules on sustainable development for modularized study courses in
higher education and to use modularization in a pro-active way. Therefore, the
modules should also polish interdisciplinary and intercultural working skills. It also
appears advisable that higher education institutions elaborate the modules in cooperation. Regarding the integration of the sustainability paradigm into higher
education, it can be observed that the implementation and institutionalization of the
model discourse in the existing studies can basically be accomplished through new
study modules. The introduction of the cycled degree system makes it easier to
introduce curricula which include sustainability issues as central or peripheric
contents. Above all comprehensi]L Z[\K` VMMLYZ Z\JO HZ H eZ[\KP\T M\UKHTLU[HSLe
WYV]PKL VWWVY[\UP[PLZ OLYL [V KL]LSVW PU[LYKPZJPWSPUHY` HWWYVHJOLZ$ 6P]LYZL YLHS#
SPML L_HTWSLZ ZOV^ [OH[ PU [OL JV\YZL VM YLMVYT TLHZ\YLZ [HRLU PU VYKLY [V
PU[YVK\JL T\S[P#J`JSL JV\YZLZ" JVUJLW[Z VM OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU KPKHJ[PJZ HYL
LSHIVYH[LK ^OPJO JHU HJJVTWSPZO [OL M\UKHTLU[HS HZWLJ[Z VM LK\JH[PVU MVY
Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ VU H OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU SL]LS$ EOL JHZLZ PU WVPU[ ZOV^ [OH[ H
TVK\SHY Z[Y\J[\YL PZ ]LY` ^LSS Z\P[LK [V [OL PU[LNYH[PVU VM Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[` PZZ\LZ PU[V
OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU Z[\KPLZ HSZV MYVT H KPZJPWSPUHY` WVPU[ VM ]PL^$
;U[LYUH[PVUHSPZH[PVU HUK JVVWLYH[PVU PU OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU MVY KL]LSVWTLU[ VM
J\YYPJ\SH" WYVK\JPUN JVTTVU JV\YZL TH[LYPHSZ HUK L_JOHUNL VM L_WLYPLUJLZ
IL[^LLU \UP]LYZP[PLZ HUK JV\U[YPLZ HYL L_[YLTLS` ]HS\HISL HUK [OL TVZ[ LMMPJPLU[
^H` [V KL]LSVW UL^ JV\YZL TVK\SLZ$ EOL PU[YVK\J[PVU VM [OL Z\Z[HPUHISL
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development agenda in existing (undergraduate) education, courses etc. is the most
difficult part of the present challenge. Case studies, meetings between university
teachers from different countries and disciplines, and other forms of exchange of
experiences provide the most efficient way to promote these changes. The Bologna
Process offers an excellent opportunity for introducing new Masters or joint
Masters on sustainable development. The need for Master programmes with a
specialization in sustainable development should thus be considered in all
countries.

Recommendations for the integration of sustainable development into quality
assurance
As sustainable development is today understood in very different ways, it is
essential that the content of sustainability does not deteriorate. Use of natural
resources and environmental science is basic in a sustainable development
curriculum. The societal context is equally important, but should not be studied in
isolation. The fundamental dilemma of how to maintain economic prosperity in this
ZP[\H[PVU ZOV\SK UV[ IL KPZTPZZLK I` [LYTZ Z\JO HZ dZ\Z[HPUHISL NYV^[Oc ^OPJO H[
ILZ[ HYL JHYLSLZZ HUK H[ ^VYZ[ JVU[YHKPJ[VY`$ ;U[LY#KPZJPWSPUHYP[` PZ LZZLU[PHS$
;UUV]H[P]L SLHYUPUN HUK [LHJOPUN TL[OVKZ" [OL WYVTV[PVU VM WYVQLJ[ PUP[PH[P]LZ VM
Z[\KLU[Z HZ ^LSS HZ L_[LYUHS SLHYUPUN WYVJLZZLZ SPRL LU]PYVUTLU[HS HUK ZVJPHS
YLZWVUZPIPSP[`" JVVWLYH[PVU PU SVJHS HUK YLNPVUHS 3NLUKH (' WYVJLZZLZ" L[J$! ZOHSS IL
HJJYLKP[LK$ EOLYLMVYL Z[HUKHYKZ PU [LYTZ VM LJVSVNPJHS HUK ZVJPHS X\HSPMPJH[PVUZ! VM
LK\JH[PVU MVY Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ HZ WHY[ VM HU PU[LNYH[LK HUK Z\Z[HPUHISL
Z`Z[LT VM X\HSP[` HUK HJJYLKP[H[PVU MVY OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU PUZ[P[\[PVUZ HUK MVY KLNYLLZ
4HJOLSVY HUK ?HZ[LY! ZOV\SK IL PUJS\KLK PU[V [OL Z`Z[LT VM L]HS\H[PVU HUK
HJJYLKP[H[PVU VM Z[\K` JV\YZLZ HUK PUZ[P[\[PVUZ$ 4PUKPUN JYP[LYPH MVY [OL
Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[` MVY VYNHUZ VM HJJYLKP[H[PVU HUK HJJYLKP[H[PVU HNLUJPLZ ZOV\SK IL
LSHIVYH[LK" ZV [OH[ [OLZL JYP[LYPH JHU IL [HRLU PU[V HJJV\U[ K\YPUN L_[LYUHS YL]PL^Z
MVY [OL X\HSP[` HZZ\YHUJL MVY OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU PUZ[P[\[PVUZ$
5V\YZLZ PU Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ TH` IL HJJYLKP[LK HJJVYKPUN [V H Z`Z[LT VM
NLULYPJ Z[HUKHYKZ 7\YVWLHU Z[HUKHYKZ MVY LK\JH[PVU!!" PUZWPYLK I` [OL ;DA Z`Z[LT
MVY THUHNLTLU[" UV^ HSZV KL]LSVWLK MVY ZVJPHS YLZWVUZPIPSP[` [OL ;DA (,"&&&
Z[HUKHYK ^VYRPUN NYV\W!$ 8VY Z\JO HU PUP[PH[P]L H ^VYRPUN NYV\W [V WYLWHYL H KYHM[
VM [OPZ Z[HUKHYK PZ ULLKLK$ D\JO H Z[HUKHYK TH` [OLU IL \ZLK MVY Z\WWVY[ HUK HZ H
TLHUZ VM HJJYLKP[H[PVU$
EOL [LHJOLYZe \UKLYZ[HUKPUN VM Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ PZ H RL` PZZ\L" ^OPJO PU
THU` JV\U[YPLZ ^PSS KLJPKL OV^ Z[\KLU[Z WLYJLP]L P[$ ELHJOLYZe [YHPUPUN PZ [O\Z
PTWVY[HU[$ ;U [OL ]HYPL[` VM Z\JO JV\YZLZ HSZV ZOVY[ VUL#KH`! JV\YZLZ MVY [LHJOLYZ
HUK Z[\KLU[Z! HYL ULLKLK [V ZLY]L HZ WYPTLYZ$
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Recommendations for the integration of sustainable development into the
qualifications framework and learning outcomes
Before we can embark on a qualifications framework and learning outcomes for
sustainable development in higher education, the following goals based on the
Baltic 21E programme must be achieved first:
A person with a university degree will have the basic know-how and skills needed
in the professional world and to work as an expert. They will be capable of acting
as active citizens and they will be capable of influencing decision making. They
will also be able to keep themselves up-to-date with the innovations and research
conducted in their own field g HUK [OPZ HJJVYKPUN [V [OL WYPUJPWSL VM Z\Z[HPUHISL
KL]LSVWTLU[$
EOL JVUJLW[ VM SLHYUPUN V\[JVTLZ ^PSS WYVIHIS` IL JLU[YHS PU [OL KL]LSVWTLU[ VM
UH[PVUHS X\HSPMPJH[PVU MYHTL^VYRZ$ >LHYUPUN V\[JVTLZ OH]L ILLU KLMPULK HZ
Z[H[LTLU[Z VM ^OH[ H SLHYULY PZ L_WLJ[LK [V RUV^" \UKLYZ[HUK HUK%VY IL HISL [V KV H[
[OL LUK VM H WLYPVK VM SLHYUPUN$ ;[ PZ PTWVY[HU[ MVY PUZ[P[\[PVUZ [V IL H^HYL [OH[ PU
HKKP[PVU [V H WYVMLZZPVUHS LK\JH[PVU PU [OL YLZWLJ[P]L KPZJPWSPULZ" [OL SHIV\Y THYRL[
^PSS HZR MVY JYVZZ#KPZJPWSPUHY` X\HSPMPJH[PVUZ HUK JVTWL[LUJPLZ$ ;U[LYHJ[PUN PU
ZVJPHSS` OL[LYVNLULV\Z NYV\WZ" HJ[PUN H\[VUVTV\ZS` HUK \ZPUN [VVSZ PU[LYHJ[P]LS`
HYL PUKPZWLUZHISL WYLYLX\PZP[LZ MVY HU PUKP]PK\HSS` Z\JJLZZM\S SPML HUK MVY [OL
Z\Z[HPUHISL ZVJPV#LJVUVTPJ HUK KLTVJYH[PJ KL]LSVWTLU[ VM ZVJPL[`$ 3UK [OH[ PZ
^OLYL LK\JH[PVU MVY Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ JVTLZ PU0 [V SLHYU [V RUV^" [V KV" [V
\UKLYZ[HUK" [V IL" HSZV [V IL H^HYL VM V\Y PUKP]PK\HS YLZWVUZPIPSP[PLZ [V JVU[YPI\[L"
[V THRL YLZWVUZPISL JOVPJLZ" [V YLZWLJ[ KP]LYZP[`$ EOLZL YLMLYLUJL WVPU[Z Z\WWVY[ PU
WHY[PJ\SHY [OL HY[PJ\SH[PVU VM V\[JVTLZ#MVJ\ZZLK HWWYVHJOLZ [V UH[PVUHS OPNOLY
LK\JH[PVU MYHTL^VYRZ VM X\HSPMPJH[PVUZ$ >LHYUPUN V\[JVTLZ" PUJS\KPUN
JVTWL[LUJLZ" YLWYLZLU[ VUL VM [OL LZZLU[PHS I\PSKPUN ISVJRZ MVY [YHUZWHYLUJ` ^P[OPU
OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU Z`Z[LTZ HUK X\HSPMPJH[PVUZ$ EOL 4LYSPU 5VTT\UPX\b (&&)!
JHSSLK MVY [OL JYLH[PVU VM HU V]LYHYJOPUN X\HSPMPJH[PVUZ MYHTL^VYR PU [LYTZ VM
^VYRSVHK" SL]LS" SLHYUPUN V\[JVTLZ" JVTWL[LUJLZ HUK WYVMPSL MVY [OL 7\YVWLHU
:PNOLY 7K\JH[PVU 3YLH$
;[ PZ ULJLZZHY` [V THRL Z\YL [OH[ [OL SHIV\Y THYRL[ ^PSS JVUZPKLYLK RUV^SLKNL VU
Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ HZ H ]HS\HISL WYVMLZZPVUHS JVTWL[LUJL$ EOL Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[`
HNLUKH [O\Z ^PSS OH]L [V IL PU[YVK\JLK PU WYVMLZZPVUHS J\S[\YLZ$ FUP]LYZP[PLZ OH]L H
ZWLJPHS YLZWVUZPIPSP[` MVY L_[LUKPUN SLHYUPUN VWWVY[\UP[PLZ VU Z\Z[HPUHISL
KL]LSVWTLU[ [V THU` HSYLHK` WYVMLZZPVUHSS` HJ[P]L NYV\WZ PU ZVJPL[`$ 5VU[PU\PUN
LK\JH[PVU HUK WYVMLZZPVUHS JVTWL[LUJL KL]LSVWTLU[ HYL LZZLU[PHS MVY PU[YVK\JPUN
[OL Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[` HNLUKH ^P[O HSS UL^ ZRPSSZ YLX\PYLK [V TV]L 7\YVWL [V^HYKZ
Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[`$ EOPZ JV\SK [HRL KPMMLYLU[ MVYTZ" Z\JO HZ KPZ[HUJL JV\YZLZ" ZOVY[
ZLTPUHYZ" HUK ZWLJPHSPaH[PVU JV\YZLZ$ =L` [HYNL[ NYV\WZ HYL P$H$ LUNPULLYZ PU
PUK\Z[Y`" HUK WSHUULYZ" HYJOP[LJ[Z" THUHNLYZ HUK KLJPZPVU#THRLYZ PU SVJHS HUK
YLNPVUHS H\[OVYP[PLZ$ ;M Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[` PZ PUJVYWVYH[LK HUK YLJVNUPaLK HZ ILPUN HU
HZZL[" [OLU [OL SHIV\Y THYRL[ [OL dJVUZ\TLYZc VM [OL NYHK\H[LZ! ^PSS HZR MVY [OVZL
NYHK\H[LZ$
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Recommendations for the improvement of the social dimension and the
attractiveness of the European Higher Education Area
Higher education institutions are also an element in the societal structure where
they are located. Their research and teaching activities reach out to local industry
and administration and to the general public. In some places, students have reached
out to underprivileged youth and helped them to a start in higher education. Taking
part in university governance prepares students for active participation in a
democratic society based on the principles of sustainable development. Studying in
an international environment may hopefully develop tolerance for the multicultural
society we all will be members of in coming years, i.e., the European Higher
Education Area.
It is important that higher education in the future will be based on sustainability,
but we also see a need for introducing the topic of sustainable development already
earlier, in the school curriculum. Finally it is essential that universities make
JVUZPKLYHISL LMMVY[Z [V PTWYV]L [OLPY V^U dZ\Z[HPUHIPSP[` WYVMPSLc$ FUP]LYZP[PLZ
ZOV\SK [O\Z JHYLM\SS` YL]PL^ HUK PTWYV]L [OLPY LU]PYVUTLU[HS THUHNLTLU[
YV\[PULZ1 [OL` ZOV\SK YL]PL^ HUK" PM ULLKLK" Z[YLUN[OLU PU[LYUHS KLTVJYHJ`1 HUK
[OL` ZOV\SK KL]LSVW [OL Z[\KLU[Ze dSLHYUPUN LU]PYVUTLU[c g PUJS\KPUN
PU[LYUH[PVUHSPaH[PVU HUK VW[PVUZ MVY \ZPUN ;5E MVY PU[LYUH[PVUHS JVTT\UPJH[PVU # [V
Z\WWVY[ [OL ZVJPHS HUK O\THU NYV^[O VM [OLPY PUZ[P[\[PVUZ" [LHJOLYZ HUK Z[\KLU[Z$
D[HY[PUN MYVT [OL d7_[LYUHS 6PTLUZPVUc VM [OL 4VSVNUH BYVJLZZ P[ PZ OLSWM\S ^P[OPU
[OL KLIH[LZ HYV\UK Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ [V L_WSVYL [OL SPURZ IL[^LLU WLVWSL
SP]PUN PU [OL TVYL LJVUVTPJHSS` KL]LSVWLK JV\U[YPLZ VM [OL @VY[O ^P[O [OVZL VM [OL
SLZZ LJVUVTPJHSS` KL]LSVWLK JV\U[YPLZ PU [OL DV\[O" LUHISPUN Z[\KLU[Z [V
\UKLYZ[HUK [OL SPURZ IL[^LLU [OLPY V^U SP]LZ HUK [OVZL VM WLVWSL [OYV\NOV\[ [OL
^VYSK$ ;U [OPZ JVU[L_[ P[ ^V\SK IL PTWVY[HU[ [V PUJYLHZL [OL \UKLYZ[HUKPUN VM [OL
LJVUVTPJ" ZVJPHS" WVSP[PJHS HUK LU]PYVUTLU[HS MVYJLZ ^OPJO ZOHWL V\Y SP]LZ$
8\Y[OLYTVYL" [OL ZRPSSZ" H[[P[\KLZ HUK ]HS\LZ ZOV\SK IL KL]LSVWLK" ^OPJO LUHISL
WLVWSL [V ^VYR [VNL[OLY [V IYPUN HIV\[ JOHUNL HUK [HRL JVU[YVS VM [OLPY V^U SP]LZ$
3UK MPUHSS`" ^VYRPUN [V^HYKZ HJOPL]PUN H TVYL Q\Z[ HUK Z\Z[HPUHISL ^VYSK PU ^OPJO
WV^LY HUK YLZV\YJLZ HYL TVYL LX\P[HIS` ZOHYLK PZ HUV[OLY JY\JPHS JYP[LYPH [V
LUOHUJL [OL H[[YHJ[P]LULZZ VM [OL 7\YVWLHU :PNOLY 7K\JH[PVU 3YLH PU [OL JVU[L_[ VM
Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[$

Recommendations on integrating sustainable development into research and
development at university level
The most important aims of research on sustainable development are to produce
information on the environment, society and cultures so that the precursors of as
well as possible hindrances to sustainable development can be identified and
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analyzed; to produce information and to develop action plans and technology that
advance sustainable development, including education and training content and
method; to create know-how whereby people can assimilate and apply research
results that have been produced elsewhere; to help as a nation those in a weaker
position and to make an effort in solving global problems.
Research on sustainable development is needed both in terms of basic research and
applied research. The principles of sustainable development should, however,
permeate research throughout. Permeability in research can be achieved by
evaluating and weighing all research results in light of the principles of sustainable
development. Basic natural science research on the sustainability of the
environment needs to be continued and it must be increased in areas that are
currently not well represented in research (the atmosphere, outer space within close
proximity to Earth and the oceans and seas). Basic research on sustainable
development is also needed in the social, economic, cultural and health sciences.
Applied research on sustainable development should be linked to basic research
through multidisciplinary research projects or larger clusters.
Passing research results to citizens and decision-makers so that they actually have
an impact on how citizens behave and how political and economic decisions are
made is a particularly daunting challenge. Setting sustainable development as a
goal means giving up on economic and technological laissez-faire and restricting
the abuse of nature and other humans. Such decisions necessitate solid basic
knowledge and a commit to the principles of sustainable development based on
scientific knowledge. So as to make research more influential, the end-users of
research results need to be part of the research process already during the planning
phase.
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8.

Guidelines for the incorporation
of sustainable development into the
Bologna Process

Implementing the COPERNICUS Guidelines requires a comprehensive approach
that embraces all levels. The strategy for the incorporation of the principles of sustainable
development into the Bologna Process must be based on setting up strategic goals, both
on university and policy-making level. Like in the Finnish National Strategy of Education
for Sustainable Development, the following goals along with appropriate guidelines are
suggested:

8.1

Setting up strategic goals
By the end of 2008 all universities across Europe will have endorsed
the University Charter for Sustainable Development (COPERNICUS
Charter) as a voluntary self-commitment that they will give sustainable
development an important place in their curricula, institutional
management and services to the local/regional society in the
establishment of the European Higher Education Area by 2010 and
promoting the European system of higher education worldwide.
By 2009 all university departments will have looked in a process of
self-assessment into the possibility of incorporating sustainable
development into all teaching and research as well as into degree
requirements and research projects on the basis of the COPERNICUS
Charter.
By 2009, universities will have also in a process of self-assessment
gone through their environmental programme concerning their working
environment and they will have incorporated goals related to
sustainable development in it on the basis of the COPERNICUS
Charter.
By 2010, every university as signatory to the COPERNICUS Charter
will have formed a partnership based on development co-operation
with at least one other university. Universities are to help these
partnership universities in their scientific endeavours and in developing
their teaching programmes as learning by comparing, looking at what
universities need and how others are doing it. Such partnerships can be
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initiated by the network of the signatories to the COPERNICUS
Charter, COPERNICUS-CAMPUS.
By 2012, the pre-conditions necessary for sustainable development will
OH]L ILLU PU[LNYH[LK PU[V L]LY` \UP]LYZP[`eZ Z[YH[LN` PU H \UP]LYZP[`#
^PKL WYVJLZZ$ 8VY Z\JO HU PUP[PH[P]L H ^VYRPUN NYV\W [V WYLWHYL H KYHM[
VM H Z[HUKHYK PZ ULLKLK" ^OPJO TH` IL THUHNLK I` 5AB7C@;5FD#
53?BFD$

8.2

Self-assessment checklist of crucial topics to be
addressed by each university

In order to respond to the challenges European universities are facing through the
need to incorporate the principles of sustainable development into the Bologna Process,
they must look in a process of self-assessment how g UV[ ^O` g [V HJOPL]L [OL Z[YH[LNPJ
NVHSZ ZL[ \W HIV]L PU [OL ILZ[ ^H`$ EOPZ \UP]LYZP[`#^PKL WYVJLZZ T\Z[ LTIYHJL HSS [OYLL
UH[\YHSS` JVUZ[P[\[P]L SL]LSZ VM \UP]LYZP[PLZ0
Institutional/administrative,
Academic, and
Research and Technology.
For that reason, a comprehensive checklist should help decision-makers in the
higher education community to get a better overview of innovative practices of
integrating sustainability into higher education. As an important principle of the
COPERNICUS Charter, this checklist is non-prescriptive because how a university does
this is a matter of its own internal process. Concerning their innovative practices related
to the topics given below, universities should assess themselves
OV^ [OLPY PUZ[P[\[PVUeZ WYVJLZZ MVY Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[` PZ KL]LSVWLK1
OV^ [OL \UP]LYZP[`eZ Z[YH[LNPJ KPYLJ[PVU PZ KL]LSVWLK1
how the university translates its overall mission and strategic direction
into specific targets and plans, which take into account the available
resources;
how the university ensures that the sustainability policies, programs
and activities run efficiently, effectively and economically;
the mechanisms for monitoring and evaluating sustainability activities;
the principle means of communication (to internal and external
audiences) and ensuring collaboration between the people of the
university and society;
how the university plans to strengthen its future endeavours to embed
sustainability strategically into teaching, research, management and
outreach and what kind of concrete activities are envisaged.
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Policy, planning and administration:
This topic addresses the mission, policies, and planning of universities to
communicate and promote sustainability. The descriptions of learning objectives
and the public relations materials of the various faculties, departments, or institutes
must express prominent and explicit concern for sustainability. This commitment
shall be further evidenced through administrative positions and committees (e.g.
Director of Environmental Programs, Sustainability Task Force, etc.) and practices
(e.g., orientation programs, socially responsible policies, annual environmental
audits, and faculty and staff rewards).

Research:
Research at a higher education institution committed to sustainability must focus
significantly on sustainability topics in the humanities and social sciences, and on
sustainability technology in the sciences. Such research could include renewable
energy, sustainable building design, ecological economics, population and
development, environmental justice, women and poverty, etc.

Curriculum/teaching:
Disciplinary, professional, and general education requirements at sustainable
universities must focus on sustainable development, with an emphasis on
interdisciplinary thinking and problem solving. The institution would impart a
basic understanding of (a) the complex environmental, social, and economic issues
that must be addressed to create a sustainable future, and (b) the nature of the
political, organizational and individual responses needed, demonstrating the
particular contributions of the various disciplines and professions to
interconnected, multisectoral solutions.

Service to society:
Service and outreach at a sustainable university must support local, regional and
global efforts to enhance sustainability. These efforts should involve collaborating
with other higher education institutions, with local primary and secondary schools,
and with business and government to foster sustainable practices. They should also
include seeking international cooperation in solving global justice and
sustainability challenges.

Human resources and staff development:
This topic explores how the university is performing in managing people: finding,
supporting, developing and deploying them. It must examine how they are helped
[V KL]LSVW [OLPY M\SS WV[LU[PHS [V ZLY]L HUK Z\WWVY[ [OL \UP]LYZP[`eZ VIQLJ[P]LZ$ ;[ PZ
PU[LUKLK [OH[ HSS Z[HMM ^OL[OLY [LHJOPUN%YLZLHYJO%UVU#[LHJOPUN" M\SS#[PTL%WHY[#[PTL"
VY WLYTHULU[%MP_LK [LYT! HYL [V IL JV]LYLK I` [OPZ [VWPJ$
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Physical operations/infrastructure:
This topic analyzis the physical operations at university campuses committed to
sustainability work to reduce the institution's ecological footprint and demonstrate
practical examples of sustainable living. Examples include water and energy
conservation, carbon dioxide reduction practices, sustainable building construction
and renovation, and environmentally conscious student housing and purchasing of
food, paper and other products. Furthermore, these operational practices must be
integrated into the educational and teaching activities of the university.

Networking and partnerships:
Many universities in Europe have attained a high level of excellence. But they must
use their potential to the full to sustain and develop it further. Universities must cooperate much more to overcome the barriers to the mobility of students, teachers,
researchers and the transmission of new knowledge. Universities must learn from
each other and need not to re-invent the wheel again and again. Networking and
strategic partnerships allow a higher grade of institutional commitment to channel
the transfer of knowledge. Excellence can exist in a few entire universities, but
much more widely in individual faculties or teams within institutions or networks.

Assessment and reporting:
Sustainability assessments, if performed and publicized effectively, will help
higher education institutions monitor their behaviour, make improvements, and
stimulate awareness of sustainability in the campus community. Increasing
numbers of universities around the world are assessing the environmental
sustainability of their physical operations. Few institutions to date are assessing
their economic or social sustainability, and very few are analyzing sustainability in
teaching, research, or service and outreach. Individuals and organizations are
starting to develop sustainability assessment tools for the higher education sector,
which appears to reflect a growing demand.
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8.3

Five simple steps to get the implementation
process started

In order to get the implementation of the strategic goals started, the following
approach is being suggested for all universities that has endorsed the COPERNICUS
Charter as the principle of their endeavours to integrate sustainable development in their
overall daily university life.

Step 1: For institutions to do a gap analysis on the elements of
sustainability already in the curriculum for each course

Step 2: Tell people what they are already learning in terms of sustainability

Step 3: Hold workshops with students (post- and undergraduates)
and professional bodies to establish what their understanding
of sustainability is

Step 4: Develop a set of recommendations that can then be implemented
by lecturers

Step 5: Review and amend the process in 12 months time

This approach ensures that everyone's needs are met, that everyone learns about the
practicalities of sustainability at the same rate and that the process is continually
improving. It is also very straightforward and requires no significant extra work by
lecturers, there are no time tabling issues, you are praising the good work already done
and quality assessment is easier.
This approach will also enable a set of 'key performance indicators' to be developed
that are relevant to institutions across Europe.
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8.4

Recommendations on ministerial and national
involvement

Because many curricula are mandated at the provincial/state or national level,
ministries of education are the main addressees when the necessary European policy
framework for the incorporation of the principles of sustainable development into the
European Higher Education Area should be created. At the same time, European
Ministers responsible for higher education have committed themselves strongly through
the adoption of the Bergen Communiqué. If incorporating sustainability into curriculum
is mandated, it is far easier to reorient curriculum to address it than if incorporating
sustainable development into the curriculum is optional. Therefore, European Ministers
responsible for higher education have to take up this particular responsibility in the future
Bologna Process. The following recommendations to ministerial and national level can be
formulated as part of the COPERNICUS Guidelines:

The European Ministers responsible for Higher Education
- acknowledge the UNECE Strategy for Education for Sustainable Development
adopted jointly by Environment and Education Ministries in Vilnius in March 2005
that must become the basis for incorporating the principles of sustainable
development ideas into the educational process at universities.
- honour the UN Decade on "Education for Sustainable Development 2005-2&'*c$

EOL 7\YVWLHU ?PUPZ[LYZ YLZWVUZPISL MVY :PNOLY 7K\JH[PVU
# HJRUV^SLKNL Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[` Z[HUKHYKZ VM LK\JH[PVU HZ WHY[ VM HU PU[LNYH[LK HUK
Z\Z[HPUHISL Z`Z[LT VM X\HSP[` HUK HJJYLKP[H[PVU MVY OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU PUZ[P[\[PVUZ HUK
MVY KLNYLLZ 4HJOLSVY HUK ?HZ[LY!
# Z\WWVY[ [OL PTWSLTLU[H[PVU VM [OL 5AB7C@;5FD 9\PKLSPULZ" [HRPUN PU[V HJJV\U[
[OL Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ ^OLU LZ[HISPZOPUN TVK\SHY Z[\K` JV\YZLZ$

EOL 7\YVWLHU ?PUPZ[LYZ YLZWVUZPISL MVY :PNOLY 7K\JH[PVU
# Z\WWVY[ OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU PUZ[P[\[PVUZ PU [OLPY LMMVY[ [V PU[LNYH[L LJVSVNPJHS" ZVJPHS
HUK LJVUVTPJ Z\Z[HPUHIPSP[` PU [OL PUZ[P[\[PVUHS THUHNLTLU[ HUK [V ZPNU [OL
FUP]LYZP[` 5OHY[LY MVY D\Z[HPUHISL 6L]LSVWTLU[ 5AB7C@;5FD 5OHY[H! HUK
# HJRUV^SLKNL [OL 5AB7C@;5FD 5OHY[H HZ WHY[ VM H 7\YVWLHU TPZZPVU Z[H[LTLU[
MVY OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU PUZ[P[\[PVUZ$
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9.

Initiatives taken to incorporate sustainable
development into higher education

OVERVIEW OF THE GUIDELINES ADOPTED AT THE WORLD
CONFERENCE ON HIGHER EDUCATION (WCHE)

The World Conference on Higher Education (WCHE) adopted a clear stance in
favour of sustainable development and the improvement of society. Both the
6LJSHYH[PVU HUK [OL 8YHTL^VYR MVY 3J[PVU ZWLHR VM dZ\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[c
^OPSL [OL [P[SL VM VUL VM [OL [OLTH[PJ KLIH[LZ PUJS\KLK [OL WOYHZL dZ\Z[HPUHISL
O\THU KL]LSVWTLU[c$ EOL JVUMLYLUJL KVJ\TLU[Z" UL]LY[OLSLZZ" YLMSLJ[ H U\TILY VM
ZVJPHS JVUJLYUZ" HUK PU]P[L ?LTILY D[H[LZ" [OL ^VYSK VM OPNOLY LK\JH[PVU HUK [OLPY
WHY[ULYZ [V HKVW[ JSLHY N\PKLSPULZ PU Z\WWVY[ VM Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU["
KLTVJYHJ` HUK [OL Z[YLUN[OLUPUN VM H O\THUPZ[ WLYZWLJ[P]L$ EOLZL JVUJLYUZ JHU IL
NYV\WLK \UKLY MV\Y OLHKPUNZ0
Service to the community
In addition to their traditional functions in education, training and research, higher
education institutions are urged to strengthen their services to the community. Here
are some of the guidelines proposed:
1. articulate programmes with the requirements of the work world and
encourage students to develop a spirit of initiative that will lead them to
create new jobs;
2. support cultural, social and economic development by sharing expertise
with the community;
3. identify and deal with complex problems affecting communities, nations
and global society, through an interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary
approach;
4. undertake activities that will help to eliminate poverty and hunger,
intolerance, violence, illiteracy, environmental degradation and disease.
Education to responsible citizenship
Higher education should offer programmes that associate the transmission of
knowledge with the development of high-level professional skills. It should also
help to train citizens, scientists and professionals g TLU HUK ^VTLU g ^OV ^PSS IL
YLX\PYLK [V THRL KLJPZPVUZ JVUJLYUPUN O\THUP[`$ ;U HSS KPZJPWSPULZ" OPNOLY
LK\JH[PVU ZOV\SK WYLWHYL Z[\KLU[Z [V THRL KLJPZPVUZ PUMVYTLK I` H J\S[\YL VM
WLHJL$ :LYL HYL ZVTL VM [OL N\PKLSPULZ WYVWVZLK0
'$ [YHPU `V\UN WLVWSL PU [OL ]HS\LZ [OH[ MVYT [OL IHZPZ VM KLTVJYH[PJ
JP[PaLUZOPW HUK OLSW YLPUMVYJL O\THUPZ[PJ WLYZWLJ[P]LZ1
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2. educate students to think critically, to analyze the problems of society, to
look for and apply solutions to these problems, and to accept social
responsibilities.
The critical and ethical function
Higher education institutions, and the people who study, teach and do research in
them, are urged to place their intellectual capacities at the service of society, in
order to defend ethical values such as peace, justice, freedom, equality and
solidarity. Academic freedom and institutional autonomy are essential for
exercising this critical and ethical function. Here are some of the recommendations
to those active in higher education:
1. subject all their activities to the rules of ethics and intellectual rigour;
2. speak out with an independent and responsible voice on social issues;
3. develop their capacity to give forewarning of social, economic and
political trends.
Interaction with other actors in the education system
Given the importance of education in human development, higher education must
play an active role in preparing teachers to support learning of individuals of all
ages. Higher education must become an active partner in the education system,
particularly with respect to secondary education. Here are some of the guidelines
proposed:
1. contribute to the development of the entire education system;
2. improve initial and continuing education for teachers;
3. encourage research in education.

THE FINNISH NATIONAL STRATEGY OF EDUCATION FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

8PUSHUKeZ KLJHKL VM LK\JH[PVU MVY Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ PZ IHZLK VU IV[O
UH[PVUHS Z[YH[LNPLZ HUK N\PKLSPULZ HZ ^LSS HZ VU YLNPVUHS WSHUZ YLSH[LK [V [OL
WYVTV[PVU VM Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ PU LK\JH[PVU$ ;[ PZ IHZLK VU [OL [OL 7D6
D[YH[LN` VM [OL FUP[LK @H[PVUZ 7JVUVTPJ 5VTTPZZPVU MVY 7\YVWL F@757! HUK
[OL 4HS[PJ ('7 WYVNYHTTL$ ;U HKKP[PVU" [OL MVSSV^PUN N\PKLSPULZ PU[LUKLK MVY [OL
^OVSL LK\JH[PVU ZLJ[VY [HRL PU[V JVUZPKLYH[PVU [OL FUP]LYZP[` 5OHY[LY MVY
D\Z[HPUHISL 6L]LSVWTLU[ 5AB7C@;5FD 5OHY[LY!$
:LYL HYL [OL N\PKLSPULZ MVY 8PUSHUKeZ KLJHKL VM LK\JH[PVU MVY Z\Z[HPUHISL
KL]LSVWTLU[0
'$ BYVTV[L Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ PU LK\JH[PVU HUK [YHPUPUN0 LK\JH[PVU HUK
[YHPUPUN MVY Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[ ^PSS IL VUL VM [OL MVJHS HYLHZ VM [OL
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education system, and this includes sustainable consumption and
production. This will apply to both compulsory education and vocational
education, to polytechnics, universities and adult education.
2. Commit to sustainable development on an institutional level (political,
administrative and practical level): Show a real commitment to the
principles and practices of sustainable development in developing and
implementing education policy.
3. Endorse an ethical and integrated line of approach: in all matters take into
consideration the ecological, economic and socio-cultural aspects whilst
keeping in mind that all three are complementary.
4. Transparency: Sustainability has to be integrated into all aspects of
education. We must formulate programmes, means and methods that
further education for sustainable development, and we must have all
teachers, researchers and students participating at all educational levels.
Everyone should be aware of the challenges related to society, the
environment and development regardless of which topic one is studying,
teaching or researching. Our society needs citizens that know the basics of
sustainable development just as much as it needs sustainable development
experts.
5. In-house training: Offer staff in schools, educational institutions and
universities courses and training in matters related to sustainable
development. Just encouraging them is important too. Give them the means
to do their job in an ecologically, economically, socially and culturally
responsible way.
6. Interdisciplinarity: Encourage schools and other educational institutions to
engage in interdisciplinary education as well as in teaching and research
projects related to sustainable development so that these form a core
function of all education in schools and educational institutions. Children
and teenagers should be brought up as responsible citizens by approaching
different subjects in a holistic manner using different means and teaching
methods. Tradition and skills should be transmitted and made good use of.
7. Disseminate information: devise easily accessible teaching material and
teaching programmes, organise lectures open for the general public, and
collaborate with the media. Develop internet services so that the goals of
sustainable development and the means for achieving these goals can be
widely spread through virtual teaching and web course platforms. Widely
accessible internet services should also be used to disseminate information
to private persons, businesses, corporations and the public sector on how to
participate in building a sustainable future and who to contact.
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8. Networking and increased co-operation: Reinforce the local, national,
regional and international network of interdisciplinary education experts
for sustainable development in order to collaborate within the framework
of teaching and research programmes. This means that pupil, student and
researcher exchange programmes should receive sufficient support as well.
Develop co-operation between other relevant actors in society, plan and
implement co-ordinated strategies and action plans. Improve
implementation and make it more transparent through wide collaboration
between different professional groups.
9. BHY[PJPWH[PVU0 5YLH[L NLU\PUL VWWVY[\UP[PLZ MVY JP[PaLUeZ [V WHY[PJPWH[L HUK
PUMS\LUJL KLJPZPVU#THRPUN [OYV\NO UVU#NV]LYUTLU[HS VYNHUPZH[PVUZ$
7USHYNL [OL SLHYUPUN LU]PYVUTLU[ [V LUJVTWHZZ [OL Z\YYV\UKPUN ZVJPL[`
HUK ^VYRPUN SPML$
'&$ CLZLHYJO" NYHK\H[L HUK M\Y[OLY LK\JH[PVU0 BYVTV[L YLZLHYJO HZ [V HK]HUJL
Z\Z[HPUHISL KL]LSVWTLU[$ 6L]PZL ZWLJPMPJ WYVNYHTTLZ MVY KPMMLYLU[ [HYNL[
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11. Putting innovations to good use: Encourage the use and incorporation of
innovative, sustainable development friendly technologies in teaching.
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10.

The University Charter for Sustainable
Development (COPERNICUS Charter)
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Preamble
Man's exploitation of the biosphere is now threatening its very existence and
delicate balance. Over the last few decades, the pressures on the global
environment have become self-evident, leading to a common outcry for sustainable
development. In the words of the Brundtland report, we must learn to care for the
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations
everywhere to meet their own needs. The awareness is there. What is required is a
comprehensive strategy for building a sustainable future which is equitable for all
human beings, as highlighted by the Rio Conference (UNCED) in 1992. This
requires a new frame of mind and new sets of values. Education is critical for
promoting such values and improving people's capacity to address environment
and development issues. Education at all levels, especially university education for
the training of decision-makers and teachers, should be oriented towards
sustainable development and foster environmentally aware attitudes, skills and
behaviour patterns, as well as a sense of ethical responsibility. Education must
become environmental education in the fullest sense of the term.
The role of universities
Universities and equivalent institutions of higher education train the coming
generations of citizens and have expertise in all fields of research, both in
technology as well as in the natural, human and social sciences. It is consequently
their duty to propagate environmental literacy and to promote the practice of
environmental ethics in society, in accordance with the principles set out in the
Magna Charta of European Universities and subsequent university declarations,
and along the lines of the UNCED recommendations for environment and
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development education. Indeed, universities are increasingly called upon to play a
leading role in developing a multidisciplinary and ethically-oriented form of
education in order to devise solutions for the problems linked to sustainable
development. They must therefore commit themselves to an on-going process of
informing, educating and mobilizing all the relevant parts of society concerning the
consequences of ecological degradation, including its impact on global
development and the conditions needed to ensure a sustainable and just world. To
achieve these aims and fulfil their basic mission, universities are urged to make
every effort to subscribe to and implement the ten principles of actions set out
below.

Principles of action
1. Institutional commitment: Universities shall demonstrate real
commitment to the principle and practice of environmental protection and
sustainable development within the academic milieu.
2. Environmental ethics: Universities shall promote among teaching staff,
students and the public at large sustainable consumption patterns and an
ecological lifestyle, while fostering programmes to develop the capacities
of the academic staff to teach environmental literacy.
3. Education of university employees: Universities shall provide education,
training and encouragement to their employees on environmental issues, so
that they can pursue their work in an environmentally responsible manner.
4. Programmes in environmental education: Universities shall incorporate
an environmental perspective in all their work and set up environmental
education programmes involving both teachers and researchers as well as
students - all of whom should be exposed to the global challenges of
environment and development, irrespective of their field of study.
5. Interdisciplinarity: Universities shall encourage interdisciplinary and
collaborative education and research programmes related to sustainable
development as part of the institution's central mission. Universities shall
also seek to overcome competitive instincts between disciplines and
departments.
6. Dissemination of knowledge: Universities shall support efforts to fill in
the gaps in the present literature available for students, professionals,
decision-makers and the general public by preparing information didactic
material, organizing public lectures, and establishing training programmes.
They should also be prepared to participate in environmental audits.
7. Networking: Universities shall promote interdisciplinary networks of
environmental experts at the local, national, regional and international
levels, with the aim of collaborating on common environmental projects in
both research and education. For this, the mobility of students and scholars
should be encouraged.
8. Partnerships: Universities shall take the initiative in forging partnerships
with other concerned sectors of society, in order to design and implement
coordinated approaches, strategies and action plans.
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9. Continuing education programmes: Universities shall devise
environmental educational programmes on these issues for different target
groups: e.g. business, governmental agencies, non-governmental
organizations, the media.
10. Technology transfer: Universities shall contribute to educational
programmes designed to transfer educationally sound and innovative
technologies and advanced management methods.
Endorsing the Charter
COPERNICUS-CAMPUS invites university rectors to endorse the Charter on
behalf of their institutions. Their signature will constitute a commitment to secure
the support of their university, teachers and students alike, in adopting and
implementing environmental guidelines which are consistent with the Charter. The
principles of action listed above are general and open-ended. It is left to each
individual institution and its students and staff to give them substance compatible
with local circumstances. Expressed in terms of specific guidelines, they should
form a key element in the mission statement of the university concerned.
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